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Our Commitment

It was with a great sense
of hopefulness

for our shared future that we launched College Access Partnership,
Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated to providing support to
low-income, college-bound students who need assistance navigating
college admissions and paying for their college education. It is no
secret that the college admissions process and the high cost of a
college education often cause students and their families to simply
give up the pursuit of their dreams or incur burdensome debt if the
students attend college. College Access Partnership is committed
to providing support to these students and their parents and to

helping them to achieve their goals.

Services Provided Free
of Charge

College Counseling
College Access Partnership
offers assistance through every
step of the college admissions
process, including pursuing

financial assistance.

Test Prep and Tutoring

Test prep is conducted via one-to-
one tutoring sessions, small group
classes and/or online instruction.
Formal academic assessments of
students are also conducted to
identity areas of challenge and
the tutoring services needed to

address those areas.

Workshops

Workshops are offered to
college-bound students and their
families covering a variety of
topics including: an overview of
the college admissions process,
funding a college education, and

finding your career path.

Mentoring

Mentors provide valuable
guidance during the student’s
entire journey. This support is
available to students during the
admussions process, when they
attend college, and as they

pursuc a career.



Dear Donors, Partners, and Volunteers,

It is with great pride and hopefulness that I reflect on

this past year. Since the inception of our organization in
2017, we have been committed to empowering as many
low-income, underserved students as possible, helping
them navigate the college admissions process and securing
the financial resources necessary to pay for their post-
secondary education. I am thrilled to share that we have
upheld our commitment and during this past school year,
we have supported over 180 dedicated young people who
have been able to accomplish their goals. We are proud
and we are hopeful because we have witnessed our
students work hard with unwavering determination.
They have demonstrated resilience and tenacity despite
facing daunting challenges. Their stories are moving
narratives of overcoming adversity, driven by the promise

of a brighter future.

The path forward is a collaborative endeavor which relies
upon the sustained support and generosity of our donors,
partners, and volunteers. It is this commitment that
enables us to transform challenges into opportunities,
bringing success for our students and creating a legacy

of achievement that will last for generations.

We are truly grateful for your partnership in this

life-changing work!

With Appreciation,

Aue

Sue Slotnick
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A Letter from Sue Slotnick

CEO and Chair, Board of Directors

The Value of Feeling “Known”

Applying to college can feel like
becoming a number, but the moment
when a student feels truly “known”
changes everything. When an
admissions counselor remembers a
student’s interests, asks about her
famaly, or sees the story behind the
grades, a student experiences being

respected and valued.

Feeling known doesn’t mean being
perfect; it means being understood
as a whole person. That connection
reduces anxiety and helps a person
present her authentic self. In a
process full of uncertainty, being
known reminds students that they
matter beyond statistics and that
their voices deserve to be heard. It
means someone is paying attention,
and the importance of this attention

cannol be overstated.

Sue Slotnick



Student Spotlight

Isabel Pedroza’s Path of Persistence

For first-generation college
students, the transition

from high school to a large
university can be daunting.
Academic expectations shift,
campuses grow larger, and
the support systems students

once relied on must be rebuilt

in unfamiliar spaces.

For Isabel Pedroza, a graduate of Mann UCLA Com-
munity School and now a sophomore at the University
of California, Los Angeles, that transition was especially
challenging. Yet through persistence and determination,

she has found her footing and is now thriving.

Isabel graduated from Mann UCLA in 2024 after
completing a rigorous academic program that included
AP Psychology, Sociology, AP Calculus, and AP Language
and Composition. As a first-generation college student, her

acceptance to UCLA represented a remarkable milestone
for both Isabel and her family.

Now pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Human Biology
and Society, Isabel has become deeply engaged in campus
life while exploring her interests in healthcare and

public service.

She is an active member of UCLA’s Pre-Pharmacy Society,
where she participates in workshops on medication safety
and pharmaceutical careers. She is also involved with
Hermanas Unidas, a student organization dedicated to
supporting Latina students and building community on
campus. Through this group, Isabel helps lead campus
tours for students from underrepresented communities

and shares resources to support them in the college

application process.

Isabel also volunteers with UCLA UniCamp, helping

raise funds to provide summer camp experiences for youth
from underserved communities. In this role, she mentors
teenagers, guides them through community service projects,

and helps create a supportive and welcoming environment.

In addition to her academic and volunteer commitments,
Isabel works at the front desk of UCLA’s Hedrick Residence
Hall, assisting students, answering questions, and helping

maintain a welcoming residential community.

Now in her sophomore year, Isabel has grown into a
confident and engaged member of UCLA. Her journey
reflects the resilience required of many first-generation
college students and the powerful impact of determination,

guidance, and support.



Meet Our Team

Sue Slotnick

Sue Slotnick, Co-Founder
and Chair, Board of Directors,
College Counselor

Sue Slotnick has worked as a K-12 Director of Admissions
and Director of School Placement at two independent
schools in the Los Angeles, California area for 38 years.
She is currently CEO/CFO of College Access Partnership
and works as an independent college counselor specializing
In assisting students in obtaining financial assistance for
their college education. Sue received her certification in

college counseling from UCLA.

Lisa Kurstin

Lisa Kurstin, Co-Founder
and Secretary,/Treasurer,
Board of Directors,
Director of Programs

Lisa Kurstin brings 20 years of experience as a classroom
teacher and senior level school administrator in local
independent schools. Lisa’s administrative experience
includes having served as a Director of Studies and
Director of Admissions, as well as Education Programs
Manager at Descanso Gardens in La Canada Flintridge,
California where she received the National Hull Award

for Educational Excellence.

Mitchell Butler

Mitchell Butler,

Member, Board of Directors,
Mentor

Mitchell is a former 4-year letter winner in basketball
from UCLA who went on to play 11 years of professional
basketball, 8 of which were in the NBA. He spent one
year as an Assistant Coach with the Washington Wizards,
helping them to the second round of the playoffs for the
first time in 30 years, while also working in management
as Director of Player Development. He has been a NBPA
Certified Agent for over 20 years. He is the only agent who
has played, coached, and managed in the NBA. Mitchell

is a Trustee of his high school alma mater, the Oakwood

School in North Hollywood and also serves as a Trustee
of the Collins & Katz YMCA.

Alexis De La Cruz
Alexis De La Cruz

Student Success and Alumni
Engagement Coordinator

We are delighted to welcome Alexis De La Cruz

to our staff as our Student Success and Alumni
Engagement Coordinator, where she supports students
from high school through college with a focus on
academic success in college and meaningful career
placement after graduation. Alexis holds a Bachelor
of Arts in Communications from California State
University, Fullerton, and brings a strong background
in higher education support, program coordination,
and communications. Alexis is deeply committed to
expanding college access and ensuring students feel
supported not only in getting to college, but in thriving

once they arrive.



Margo Long

' Margo Long,

Member, Board of Directors,
Advisor

Margo Long is an educator with over 50 years of
experience. She has taught in both public and private
schools and was Principal of an independent elementary
school for over 38 years. Margo was a co-founder of the
Alliance for Minorities in Independent Schools and served
as a Board member for this organization for many years.
Margo’s wisdom and expertise in all aspects of education,
from teaching to administration, are invaluable on the

College Access Partnership Board of Directors.

Nora Malone, Ph.D.
Nora Malone,

Member, Board of Directors,
Advisor

Nora Malone is an educator whose career as a teacher,
school administrator and Head of School spans decades.
She taught English, Science, and History and was a
Director of Admissions for many years before becoming
Head of School at Village School from 1999-2020. Nora
has served as a member of the California Association

of Independent Schools (CAILS) Board of Directors,
Vice Chair and member of the CAIS Board’s Executive
Committee, and both Vice Chair and Chair of the
CAIS Elementary Board of Standards. She currently
works as an educational consultant with school leaders
and boards and is on two independent school boards.
Nora received her B.A. in English and M.A. in
Educational Administration from CSU Northridge

and, most recently, a Ph.D. in Leadership and Change
from Antioch University.

Ira Pianko

Ira Pianko,

Member, Board of Directors,
Mentor

Ira has been a partner with an international accounting
firm, Arthur Young and Company, predecessor to Ernst
& Young, as well as the Chief Operating Officer and/
or Chief Financial Officer at Warner/Chappell Music,
The Resmark Companies, and Oakwood School. He has
served on the Board of Trustees of the Oakwood School
since 1992, including a multi-year tenure as Chair of the
Board. Ira has been on the Board of Stephen Wise
Temple since 2018. He is currently Vice Chairman and
a Director of The Resmark Companies. Ira’s experience
and expertise make him an exceptional mentor for
College Access Partnership students who are interested
in finance and business.

Jim Westerholm
Jim Westerholm, Co-Founder,
Director of Studies

Jim Westerholm brings over 20 years of classroom
instruction and private tutoring in standardized test
preparation and academic high school subjects. Jim has
expertise in essay writing and over his years as a teacher
and tutor, Jim has devoted his practice to researching and
mastering the art of test taking. Jim developed the online
test-prep program offered by Educational Test Prep,
LLC. He is one of the lead teachers for the College 101
Mentorship Program at Chapman University and works

with individual students as their college counselor.



Advisory Board

Members of the Advisory Board are dedicated
individuals who bring their expertise to College
Access Partnership, thus enabling the staff

and volunteers to best serve our students and

their families.

Reverend Canon Gary Hall, Ph.D.
% £ Gary retired in January of 2016 as the tenth

dean of Washington National Cathedral
where he served on the Foundation Board
overseeing the work of St. Albans, Beauvoir,
and National Cathedral Schools and worked
collaboratively with the heads of school.
Prior to serving in Washington, he served as Dean and President
of Seabury-Western Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois,
chaplain and teacher at the Cranbrook Schools in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan, and as English teacher, Director of Studies and
Principal at Oakwood Secondary School in North Hollywood,
California. Gary has also served parishes in California,
Michigan, Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania. Gary received his
B.A. at the University of California, Berkeley and is a member
of Phi Beta Kappa. He earned his M.Div. with distinction at
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Massachusetts and
has M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in English from UCLA. Gary has
taught both theology and English literature at the seminary,

college, and secondary levels.

Rachel Jeffer

Rachel Jeffer graduated from Pepperdine
University with a degree in Business
Administration and for over 40 years

has worked as a business executive and

consultant in the areas of human resources

/ management, organizational and business
development, and strategic planning within for-profit and
nonprofit communities. She currently serves as the AIPAC
Southern Pacific Regional Political Chair, a member of
AIPAC’s National Council, and a consultant for the law firm
of Jeffer, Mangels, Butler & Mitchell. She is a past President of
Kehillat Israel and has served on a variety of other nonprofit
boards and advisory committees over the past thirty-five years,
including Village School, where she worked and collaborated

with Sue Slotnick and Nora Malone for over eight years.

Judith Lu

Judith Lu 1s Founder and CEO of Blue Zone
Wealth Advisors, an independent investment
advisory firm. She has over 20 years of
experience working with high net worth
individuals and families on matters of asset
management and comprehensive financial
planning. She has been recognized by Forbes as a Best-In-State
Wealth Advisor in 2018 and 2019, as well as one of America’s
Top Women Advisors in 2017 and 2018. She has been a mentor
with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Los Angeles since 2015
and teaches financial literacy at local high schools around the
city. Judith graduated Magna Cum Laude from UCLA with

a dual degree in Business Administration and World Arts and
Cultures. She has a Global MBA, Magna Cum Laude from
Thunderbird, American Graduate School of International
Management. Judith is fluent in Mandarin Chinese and Spanish.



Josselyne Rivas

Josselyne is currently the Peer Education
and Equity Programs Coordinator at CSU
Channel Islands where she focuses on
student hiring, training, and development

for several peer educator programs. She

previously worked at CSU Northridge
(GSUN) for over five years as the coordinator for an educational
pipeline program that focused on student success and
community engagement for undergraduate students. Josselyne
graduated with degrees in Child and Adolescent Development
and Journalism from CGSUN. She also received her Master’s
Degree from CSUN in Higher Education Leadership and
Administration in 2019. Josselyne hopes to empower the
students she works with to feel confident in their abilities and

in the pursuit of their educational and career goals.

We honor and thank each of our valued partners and volunteers for

supporting College Access Partnership and the students we serve.

Reejima Agrawal Tim Lind

Mark Brooks Margo Long
Mitchell Butler Judy Lu

David Coppel Dr. Nora Malone
Stephen Galloway Ira Pianko

Chris Gonyaw Robin Pianko
Gary Hall Karen Presley

Dr. Liz Hicks Josselyne Rivas
Rachel Jeffer Susan Schechtman

The Importance of Partnership

The support we receive from our
generous partners and volunteers is
critical to our success. Stmply stated,
our partners and our volunteers are
part of the foundation that allows
College Access Partnership to fulfill
our commitment to providing
necessary support to young people

who need assistance.

Our volunteer counselors, advisors,
and mentors are invaluable to the
work done by our organization.
By generously giving of their time
and talents, we are able to offer

a level of guidance and support to
our students that would otherwise
not be possible. We believe that
volunteers provide more than
admissions guidance; they are also
reliable and caring adults who
offer their wisdom and expertise.
The value of our partnership with
our dedicated volunteers cannot

be overstated.
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Since 2020, College Access Partnership’s College 101
Mentorship Program has served as a cornerstone of our
mission: ensuring that deserving, first-generation, and
under-resourced students not only get to the colleges they
want, but gain confidence and a supportive community

along the way.

In partnership with Chapman University, College 101
invites approximately 20 high school juniors each year to
embark on a comprehensive, year-long journey through

the college admissions process.

Students who come to us receive guidance in building
balanced college lists aligned with their strengths and
interests. They receive one-on-one essay coaching that
helps them articulate not just what they have done, but
who they are. They receive standardized test prep and are
provided with clear, practical instruction on financial aid,

scholarships, and graduating without drowning in debt.

Shaun, our long distance runner, completed the program
this past year. During his interview, he told us about

his father who works two jobs, as a facilities worker and
janitor, sharing that his father suffers from chronic,
debilitating back pain, yet continues to work tirelessly so
that Shaun can have a better life. Shaun’s dream, he told
us, is to earn a degree in mechanical engineering and to

begin supporting his father.

The College 101 Mentorship Program

A Cornerstone of Our Mission

Throughout the year, Shaun dedicated himself to

the College 101 process. He refined his college list,
strengthened his applications, and wrote essays that
showed his determination, maturity, and his gratitude
for the possibilities ahead of him. And through all of
this, he kept up his running, too. In the end, he received
multiple acceptances, and has the luxury of choosing
which school will be his best fit.

In the past two years, we have witnessed something
especially meaningful: College 101 alumni who enrolled
at Chapman University have returned to serve as mentors
themselves. This full-circle journey—from participant to
college student to mentor—reflects more than admission.
It stands as one of the clearest indicators of the program’s

lasting impact.

While College 101 is structured as a year-long program,
its influence does not end at graduation. We remain
connected to our alumni through ongoing communication,
check-ins, and engagement opportunities. Students know
that their relationship with College Access Partnership

is not over when they step onto their new campus. They
continue to have access to guidance, encouragement, and

a network that understands their journey.



College Success and Beyond

For years, we have celebrated our students at the
moment of college admission, an achievement that
represents years of hard work and belief in oneself.

And while helping students achieve this milestone is at
the heart of our mission, we recognize now, more clearly
than ever, that college acceptance is not the finish line.

It is the beginning of a new chapter of life.

In light of this fact, College Access Partnership took

an important step forward. We formally expanded our
commitment to students beyond high school graduation,
launching alumni engagement programs designed to
support them long after they have celebrated their

college acceptance.

College brings possibility, but it also brings uncertainty.
Many of our students enter as first-generation scholars—
excited, capable, and determined. Yet the transition

can feel disorienting. Registration systems are complex.
Choosing a major can be pressure-filled, and internships
require connections they may not yet have. Later,
evaluating a first job offer can feel overwhelming

without someone to guide them and cheer them on.

Through ongoing communication, special events, and
thoughtfully curated resources, we are creating a bridge
from admission to graduation and beyond. We now offer
résumé guidance, job search support, and interview
preparation, along with financial literacy resources,
professional mentorship, and—perhaps most importantly—

a reliable, adult presence.

We are also cultivating a connection between alumni
and our current high school students. When a college
sophomore mentors a high school junior, something
wonderful happens—their pathway becomes visible

and accessible. This year we have already welcomed
several alumni to speak to our current high school juniors
to share their stories of adaptation to college life. These
experiences help our students imagine themselves in that
next chapter. And our alumni are delighted to be of

service and share the wisdom they have gained.

Hi Lisa,

This is Katie coming to you fresh off
of finals week! I just wanted to check
i and say hello and thank you for
the guidance that led me to this
wonderful spot I'm in now. To think
that just over a year ago, I was a
sentor in high school rushing my
early action applications. I hope all
is well you and the next batch of
rising scholars.I truly don’t know
how I would have done it without

you and_Jim!

Katie
College Access Partnership Alum



With deep gratitude, we acknowledge donations made to College
Access Partnershup in the 2025-2026 academic year. Contributions
from our generous donors and partners exceeded $337,000.00, which
made it possible for College Access Partnership to provide support
Jor college-bound students who need assistance navigating the college
admissions process and paying for their college education. These gifis

reaffirmed the commatment to transforming the lives of deserving young

peaple forever.

Donors

The Ahmanson Foundation
Robin and Tom Bales
Chapman University

City National Bank

CLA TFoundation

Faith and Jon Cookler

El Caballero Foundation
Stephen Galloway

Inara George and Jake Kasdan
Myra and Art Goethals

Lori and Rob Goodman
Kathy and Gary Hall

Jan and Paul Holtzman
Raquel and Lenny Holzman
Rachel and Bruce Jeffer
Davida Koren

Sheila Krasnoft

Lisa Kurstin and Jim Westerholm
Rachel and Greg Kurstin
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Kurstin
Tim Lind

Lucia and Ben Logan
Wendy Lohmar

Margo Long
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Annual Giving

Sharon Mae Fund

Nora Malone and Bruce Advocat
Barbara Marshall

Alison McKee

Nancy Norris

JoAnn and Joe Oster

Robin and Ira Pianko

Jill and Glenn Schechter
Susan and Howie Schechtman
Sue and Ralph Slotnick
Paulina and Carlos Smith

Still Got Game Foundation
Nancy and Alan Wiener

College Access Partnership
Scholarship Fund

We extend a special “thank-you™ to the donors who have

supported the College Access Partnership Scholarship Fund.

In Memory of Bert and Colleen Hall
Alison and Phillip Drain
Hillary and Stephen Haas
Laura and William Olhasso
Melinda and Stephen Todd

Sue and Ralph Slotnick

Funding A College Education

The exorbitant cost of attending college is a compelling
reality for us, and we know we must help our students
with guidance and by providing owr own grants through
the College Access Partnership Scholarship Fund. It is
our hope that with our support, students will receive the

funding they deserve.



Colleges

In working with students in high school and communaty college, we recognize that each is on their own unique path. Some students seek a

Jour-year college or university upon completing their high school or community college education. For others, a different experience makes better

sense. Whether one’s path leads to trade school, communaty college or university, we provide the support that will allow our students to achieve

their goals. "The following is a list of schools to which College Access Partnership students have been accepted and/or are attending from

2020 to present.

Adams State University

Agnes Scott College

Alabama A & M University
Alabama State University
American University

Amberst College

Benedict College

Boston University

Brown University

Cal Lutheran University

Cal Poly Humboldt

Cal Poly Pomona

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
Chapman University

Clark Atlanta University

Colby College

Columbia University

Concordia University, Irvine

Cal State University, Chico

Cal State University, Dominguez Hills
Cal State University, Fullerton
Cal State University, Long Beach
Cal State University, Los Angeles
Cal State University, Northridge
Cal State University, Sacramento
Cal State University, San Bernardino
Cal State University, San Diego
DePaul University

Dillard University

Emerson College

Florida Southern College
Glendale Community College
Grambling State University
Grand Canyon University
Georgetown University

Harvard University

Harvey Mudd College

Howard University

Jackson State University

Kennesaw State University

Los Angeles City College

Long Beach Community College
Loyola Marymount University
Mount Saint Mary’s University
Northwestern University

New York University

Otis College of Art and Design
Penn State University

Rio Hondo College

San Francisco State University
Santa Monica College

South Seattle College

Southern A & M College

Southwest Arkansas College
Spelman College

Stanford University

University of Arkansas

University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Davis
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Merced
University of California, San Diego
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of California, Santa Cruz
University of Michigan

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pittsburgh

University of the Pacific

University of Southern California
University of Vermont

Vassar College

Wellesley College

Wesleyan University

Whittier College

Williams College

Yale University 11



Making a Gift

You can make a donation now and help us to transform the lives
of young people forever. The majority of College Access Partnership
Sunding comes from individual donors so the contribution is
critical to the success of our programs. We take pride in responsible
stewardship of gifts to maximize the impact of all donations.

Cash

Gifts can be made by cash, credit card, or wire transfer. [ just wanted to say thank you so,

so much for all the tireless work

Matching Gifts

Many corporations encourage philanthropy by

that you’ve done to help me get my

college applications in. I couldn’t

tchi 1 donations. Matching gift o
s en,np oyee donations. A4 _C 8 ST Ca? have done it without you, and I'm
double or triple the amount of the gift. More details

. S . so excited for next semester!
can be obtained from the participating companies. :

Gift of Stock Maya.

. o College Access Partnership Alum
Donating securities is easy and makes great sense for

those highly appreciated stocks that might otherwise

incur significant capital gains.

Planned Giving
Donors may wish to consider giving through such means

as life insurance, bequests, or charitable trusts.

College Access Partnership, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation.
Contributions are tax deductible to the full extent permutted by lave.
College Access Partnership encourages donors to speak with their

financial planners regarding planned giving or gifis of stock.
For more information about making a donation, please visit our

website at CollegeAccessPartnership.com or contact Sue Slotnick
at SueSlotnick3@gmail.com.
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College Access
Partnership

College Access Partnership
2100 Montrose Avenue

Suite 1038

Montrose, CA 91020
818.422.6756
CollegeAccessPartnership.com
Federal Tax ID # 82-3657800

Member of

National Association of College
Admissions Counselors (NACAC)

Western Association of College
Admissions Counselors (WACAC)

GOLD

College Access Partnership, Inc. does not

discrimanate on the basis of race, coloy; national

or ethnic origin, or sexual orientation in the
administration of its educational policies and programs.



